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1. Protected areas in the view of the

paradigm change

• Nature protection among

most outstanding societal

values across Europe

• Since first designation of• Since first designation of

PAs significant increase in 

number and area

• Dominant role of IUCN 
category V across Europe: 
„protected land-/seascape“

• Major focus on „interaction
between people and nature“ 
(working landscapes) 



• Growing number of 
dynamic PAs indicates 
obvious change (or 
extension) of  
paradigm

• Weixlbaumer (2005):  
two basic principles of two basic principles of 
area protection  

• Accordingly, model of 
„cheese cover“ losing 
its former dominance 

• Eventually, dynamic 
PAs are facing more 
and more societal 
challenges

 



2. The Chartreuse International Workshop 

“Protected areas as tools for regional development –
Perspectives for research and management”

13 - 15 October, 2011 - Saint-Pierre-de-Chartreuse, France

• ISCAR: International Scientific Committee on              
Alpine Research

• ALPARC: Network for Alpine Protected Areas

• NeReGro: Network Regional Development and Protected 
Areas

• Parc naturel régional de Chartreuse

NeReGro
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3. The workshop findings

Material and 

immaterial services 

of protected areas
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Possible research issues:

• Perception of landscapes as a prerequisite for PA 

Images

and regional 

identities
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planning

• Acceptance of PAs among population and 

stakeholders

• Regional identity building in the context of PAs

• Interdependence of regional identities and regional 

(economic ) development in PAs



Research perspectives on quality of life in alpine regions and 

protected areas

Landscape resp. cheesescape ….. of Großes Walsertal

Norbert Weixlbaumer: Walser’s pride –

5th September 2012, AlpWeek Valposchiavo, Th. Hammer 1

Norbert Weixlbaumer: Walser’s pride –

A mountain cheese as part of regional identity and 

regional development  in the Biosphere Reserve    

Großes Walsertal, Austria



Possible research issues:

• Stakeholder analysis in PAs

Participation

and

governance
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• Systematic forms of stakeholder involvement and

participatory planning in PAs

• Characteristic functions of multi-level governance

in PAs

• Implementation of suitable management structures

in PAs



Scenario based visions for the future of the 
National Park region



4. Conclusion

• Far-reaching consequences of paradigm shift for 

conceptualizing PA research

• Both need for inter- and transdiciplinary approaches 

to researchto research

• Call for comparative research, particularly at 

European level

• Demand for closer cooperation between 

researchers and PA managements

• Address low level of networking

• Raise awareness for the relevance of societal 

research perspectives on PAs



Thank you for your attention!

For further information: 

www.uni-oldenburg.de/geo/


